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SIMÓN BOLÍVAR FOUNDATION  

“NATURAL DISASTERS EMERGENCY  

RESPONSE PROGRAM: EARTHQUAKES IN VENEZUELA” 

 

The Simón Bolívar Foundation Inc. (the "Foundation"), a 501(c)(3) private foundation of CITGO 

Petroleum Corporation (CITGO), reaffirms its mission to create greater impact by improving the 

health and wellbeing of vulnerable populations affected by disaster, conflict, and poverty, with 

special attention to children and mothers in and from Venezuela. 

In response to the recent earthquakes impacting communities in Venezuela, the Foundation 

recognizes the urgent need to mobilize immediate humanitarian assistance to affected 

populations. While the Foundation has prioritized initiatives related to access to medicine, 

primary healthcare, nutrition, and COVID-19 response, this emergency highlights the critical 

importance of expanding support to victims of sudden natural disasters.  

Earthquakes can result in significant loss of life, displacement, infrastructure damage, and 

disruption to essential services, including healthcare systems, water access, and food supply 

chains. In this context, the Foundation is activating its Natural Disasters Emergency Response 

Program to provide rapid and targeted support to communities affected by this emergency, 

especially in the most affected areas of Caracas and El Litoral (the coast). As the immediate 

support is granted for search and rescue and humanitarian response, the needs shift to recovery 

and rebuilding.  

The Natural Disasters Emergency Response Program will support initiatives focused on 

delivering immediate humanitarian assistance in Venezuela, prioritizing access to essential 

health services and basic needs as well as initiatives that support rebuilding and recovery. The 

Foundation will award funds to eligible charitable organizations prioritizing those that are 

already vetted and registered within its internal processes to ensure an efficient and timely 

response. 

This emergency response will align with one of the Foundation’s key strategic objectives—

Access—by increasing access to medicine, nutrition, and essential services for people affected 

by disasters. Priority interventions include: 

- Healthcare: Emergency, primary, and specialized healthcare services for trauma patients 

affected by the earthquake, including treatment of injuries and rehabilitation. 

- Access to essential medicines, orthopedic devices, and prosthesis for individuals 

affected by earthquake-related injuries.  

- Food assistance and nutritional support. 
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- Water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services. 

- Psychological and psychosocial support for affected individuals and families. 

- Family reunification. 

- Temporary shelters.  

Funding Priority  

Priority will be given to proposals that directly address the urgent needs of communities 

impacted by the earthquake in Venezuela. Proposals must clearly: 

- Describe the current situation and its impact on the target population. 

- Demonstrate the specific humanitarian need being addressed. 

- Provide an estimated number of beneficiaries. 

- Present a clear and feasible implementation plan with an emphasis on rapid response. 

Applicants must certify tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code, be a fiscal 

equivalent, or operate under a fiscal sponsor. 

Evaluation Process 

The Foundation will appoint an Evaluation Team to review all proposals. Submissions must meet 

all established criteria; however, the Foundation retains full discretion in all final decisions 

regarding grant awards. 

The Evaluation Team will assess proposals using an established scoring rubric. While the rubric 

provides structured guidance, additional factors may be considered to assess the overall 

suitability and impact of each proposal. 

Organizations will be evaluated based on: 

- Financial capacity and operational readiness. 

- Relevant experience in emergency or humanitarian response. 

- Organizational capacity to deliver timely results. 

- Prior performance with the Foundation, if applicable. 

Proposals will be evaluated on their ability to achieve impact in the following areas:  

1. Addresses the “Natural Disasters Emergency Response Program” objectives: provide 

short- and medium-term relief to victims affected by the earthquakes, in the areas of 

health and nutrition, as listed above. 
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2. Budget and cost-effectiveness. 

3. Project design/plan. 

4. Project impact. 

5. Implementation time frame.  

 

SCORING RUBRIC  
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Application Due Date and Grant Period  

The Foundation anticipates awarding grants with implementation periods of up to 12 months. 

Please plan your organization’s grant activities accordingly. 

All charitable projects presented must use the log frame approach, including clear goals, 

objectives, and indicators for monitoring progress and evaluation of long-term impact, and 

success criteria for each goal and objective. 

Proposals must be submitted by Versaic as soon as possible. Questions may be directed to 

fsaa@citgo.com  

Grant Awards  

The Foundation will award funds through the Natural Disasters Emergency Response Program 

on grants up to $1.5 million per grant/per year. Funding will be available for:   
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• Program Implementation: Day to day management of the approved projects.  

  

• Operation and Administrative Costs: Non-program staff salaries (i.e. accountant), utilities, 

rent, supply expenses, and other expenses as described in the approved projects. Operation 

and Administrative costs shall not exceed 20% of the total approved funding request and 

should be supported for audit trail purposes. The Foundation is looking at maximizing the 

amount of funds directly allocated to program implementation, therefore lower overhead 

costs will be favorably seen.  

  

All grants may be subject to the recipient organization’s execution of a formal grant agreement 

with the Foundation that incorporates the approved proposal and other terms and conditions 

to ensure these grants are used for the charitable purposes intended by this program and 

subject to due diligence process.  

General Eligibility Requirements and Exclusions 

Eligibility Criteria for Grant Programs 

- Certify tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3), Title 26 of the U. S. Internal Revenue 

Code. If the organization that wishes to apply for a grant is not registered and recognized 

as a 501(c)(3) public charity in the U. S., it MUST apply for the grant through a U. S. 

501(c)(3) public charity acting as fiscal sponsor of the sponsored organization. 

Alternatively, the organization may provide all information needed for an equivalency 

review to be performed by the Foundation, demonstrating that the organization is the 

foreign equivalent of a domestic public charity. Please note an equivalency review could 

significantly affect the timeline of grant awarding for projects. 

- Can demonstrate at least two years of active and continuous operations implementing 

projects aligned with the Grant Program areas. 

- Can demonstrate development and implementation of projects in the areas of the Grant 

Program, and management of projects in accordance with the magnitude of the grant to 

be awarded. 

- Can demonstrate expertise in the country covered by the Grant Program. 

- Provide copies of the organizations governing documents and current Directors and 

Officers. 

- Provide annual reports, financial statements, and tax filings for at least the last two years 

and such other documents or information as the Foundation may reasonably request to 

properly qualify the applicant organization. 
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- Meet the compliance requirements and any other requirements of the Foundation to be 

awarded a grant.  

- Not discriminate based on race, religion, creed, national origin, disability, handicap, age, 

sex, sexual orientation, marital status, veteran status, or any other basis prohibited by 

applicable law. 

Funding Exclusions for Grant Programs 

- Individual needs, including sponsorships, and other forms of financial aid. 

- Fundraisers through third party organizations. 

- Goodwill advertising, souvenir journals, or dinner programs. 

- Sectarian activities of religious organizations. 

- Political causes, candidates, organizations or campaigns or lobbying 

- Books, magazines, or articles in professional journals. 

- Capital projects and/or endowments (exceptions made for professorships and 

scholarships related to endowments in selected universities). 

- Sports sponsorships. 

- Door prizes for raffles. 

- Organizations currently funded that have not submitted all required reports or met other 

requirements. 

- Must not employ any individual that is employed by, and must not be related to anyone 

employed by, the Foundation, CITGO Petroleum Corporation ("CITGO"), Petroleos de 

Venezuela S. A. ("PDVSA"), or any affiliate or subsidiary of the Foundation, CITGO or 

PDVSA; and/or the Venezuelan government. The term Venezuelan government shall be 

interpreted in its broadest possible meaning. For purposes of this provision, “Venezuelan 

government”’ is defined in the broadest sense, including any individual or group holding 

themselves out as representing the Venezuelan government, including as a national, 

regional, or local governmental body, ministry, agency, state-owned enterprise, or 

political subdivision, and any officer or employee thereof, acting in an official capacity. 

 


